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COMMUNITY
PARTNERS IN
COMMUNICATION
In a joint effort with the City
of Bridgman, Lake Township, Bridgman Public Library, the Greater Bridgman
Area Chamber & Growth
Alliance, and Bridgman Public Schools, we present this
community newsletter.
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SCHOOL NEWS

TOWNSHIP NEWS

LIBRARY NEWS

CITY NEWS

FROM THE
SUPERINTENDENT
The
Bridgman
Board of
Education
and the
Office of
the Superintendent
would like
Superintendent
to take this
Shane M. Peters
opportunity to wish everyone a Happy
Holiday Season and Best Wishes
for a Great 2019!

FROM THE
SUPERVISOR

FROM THE
DIRECTOR

Snow is
early this
year as we
close in on
the holidays. Please
adjust your
driving
to avoid
Supervisor
accidents.
John Gast
Red Arrow
Highway is getting close to being finished. Those who have
driven down the construction zone have noticed the
smoother ride.
Also, the water main replace-

Recently
we joined a
partnership
with Niles
District
Library and
Western
Michigan
University
Director
to bring
Gretchen Evans
social work
interns to small and rural
libraries. Some of our patrons
struggle with poverty, unemployment, disabilities, lack
of access to transportation,
or medical care. The library
is hosting an intern who

FROM THE
CITY MANAGER
As we close
out 2018,
I’m pleased
to recap
a year
that was
marked by
a number
of projCity Manager
ects and
Juan Ganum
advancements within Bridgman.

READ MORE PG 12

READ MORE PG 21

It’s hard to believe that we are
reaching the halfway point of
yet another school year. The
READ MORE PG 2

Some of the projects were
capital intensive and had
been in the planning stages for several years, while
others were much smaller in
READ MORE PG 15
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BRIDGMAN PUBLIC SCHOOLS
SUPERINTENDENT’S MESSAGE - Continued from COVER ...
second half of the school year proves
to be a busy time. A good way to stay
informed on what all is going on within
the Bridgman Public Schools is to visit
our website at bridgmanschools.com.

January is National School Board
Recognition Month - a time to
salute the work of our school board
members and to celebrate public
education.

With all the media coverage on the horrific student deaths due to vehicles not
stopping for school buses when the red
flashing lights are activated, the following reminders are extremely important
to review:

Thank you to Eric Ramso, Lisa Kiewel,
JoAnn DeMeulenaere, Brad Reitz, Brad
Owen, Tishia Roberts, and Pam Oselka,
who dedicate countless personal hours
to ensure the needs of our community are met by our public schools. Our
board members are just ordinary Bridgman residents you would see when you
are out and about, that take their time
and energy to serve our schools and
community.

•
•
•

When overhead lights are
flashing yellow: PREPARE TO
STOP
When overhead lights are
flashing red: STOP
When hazard warning lights
are flashing: PROCEED WITH
CAUTION

Safety upgrades to our buses: By the
time the new year starts, all of our
Bridgman buses will be equipped with
four (4) internal cameras and two (2)
external cameras to help identify those
drivers and vehicles that don’t obey
these traffic laws. Both of these measures will increase safety and security
for our students.

It is the time of year when we have inclement weather, causing 2-hour delays
and closings. For your convenience, we
have listed the following websites so that
parents can check for school closings and
2-hour delays.
WNDU 16
http://www.wndu.com/weather/closings?site=full
WSBT 22
http://wsbt.com/weather/closings

ABC 57
http://www.abc57.com/news/weather-related-closings-delays-and-power-outages
Mid-West Broadcasting:
Newstalk 94.9 WSJM
Rock 107 WIRX
97.5 Y COUNTRY
103.7 COSY FM
Closings: www.eventdelay.com
A recent annual audit of the district
finances resulted in a clean opinion being issued by our auditors, Kruggel and
Lawton. For fiscal year ending, June 30,
2018, the district added $115,251 to its
general fund balance. This resulted in
a general fund balance of $1,938,525,
which represents a healthy 16.1% of
annual expenditures.
As always, do not hesitate to contact me
if you have a concern or would like additional information regarding Bridgman
Public Schools.
The strength of our community continues
to be our schools and the strength of our
schools continues to be our community.
GO BEES!!!
Shane M. Peters, Superintendent

Bridgman Public Schools Daily Schedule

2

{

BES

RMS

BHS

Full Day Schedule

7:45 am - 2:50 pm

8:00 am - 3:05 pm

7:55 am - 3:00 pm

Half Day Schedule

7:45 am - 11:10 am

8:00 am - 11:25 am

7:55 am - 11:20 am

2hr Delay Schedule

9:45 am - 2:50 pm

10:00 am - 3:05 pm

9:55 am - 3:00 pm

The strength of our community is our schools
and the strength of our schools is our community.

}
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BRIDGMAN PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Marcy Blesy: Author in Residence at Bridgman Elementary School
By: Lori Graves, BES Principal
Bridgman Elementary School is
proud to have published children’s
author, Marcy Blesy, as part of
our staff. Marcy spends her days as
the librarian. Marcy reads to students,
provides lessons on books, and assists
children in choosing a good book to
promote their love for reading.

when Connor was a baby. I stayed home
with the kids for many years. When the
kids went to school, I subbed, but I never returned to the classroom full-time.
Being a librarian allows me to be with
the students and share my love for reading and books while also allowing me
to leave my work “at work” which gives
me time to
write or attend
my children’s
activities.

Marcy is
married to
Ed Blesy, a
veterinarian
in St. Joseph.
Their two sons
attend Bridgman High
School. Connor
is a senior.
Luke is a sophomore. The
Blesys moved
to Bridgman
seventeen
years ago and
love living in a
community by Left to right: Sophia Rodriguez, Ava Labis sharing their
the lake.
writing with Marcy Blesy.

MORE
ABOUT MARCY:
How does your work as the Librarian at Bridgman Elementary School
correlate to being an author?
It’s the perfect job for me. I taught
elementary school in Illinois for several
years before we moved to Bridgman

COMMUNITY BUZZ

What has influenced you
the most as a
writer?
Reading a
lot of books
influences my
writing. I don’t
consciously
copy anyone’s
style, but the
culmination of
reading across
different authors impacts
my writing.
Also, life experience always seeps into my books. I like
to make my readers feel. Much of that
comes from personal life situations.
What books have you written?
I have written over 20 books. My
children’s series includes Evie and the
Volunteers, which is about a kind-hearted girl with a tendency to find trouble
who volunteers around town. It is
a seven book series for ages 8-12. A
spin-off series is called Dax and the
Destroyers with a similar theme. My

husband and I co-wrote a three book
series called Be the Vet for kids interested
in the veterinary profession. My newest
series, called Niles and Bradford, is for
early chapter book readers. It features a
sport-loving boy and his pet dragon.
Evie is one of your most popular
characters with our students at
Bridgman Elementary School.
What would Evie say about you?
Evie would say I am too much of a rule
follower! She always finds the “fun”/
trouble in life. Ha! I try to avoid conflict!
Are your characters based on real
people or from your imagination?
My characters are from my imagination,
but there are traits that come from real
people, often subconsciously.
What is the most difficult part of
your artistic process?
The most difficult part of writing is
finding the time to write and using my
time wisely!
What is your favorite genre to read,
and why?
I love contemporary fiction. I like stories
filled with emotion. I like to connect
with the characters most.
What behind-the-scenes tidbit in
your life would probably surprise
your readers the most?
When I write a series like Evie and the
Volunteers, it’s easy to forget that the
characters aren’t real. I feel like I know
them so well, they are friends. I told my
students that my Evie series ended at
seven books because Evie had out-aged
READ MORE PG 4
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BEE Inspired ...
On October 15, 345 Bridgman Elementary students entered the cafeteria with sketch books in hand,
eager to meet the author of Ellie
McDoodle and illustrator of Leopold
the Lion.
Mrs. Barshaw spent the entire day at
Bridgman Elementary School inspiring
our students to find their imagination
to dream, draw, and write to their hearts
desire. She engaged the students in
story writing, illustrating, and variety
of fun as they explored what an author/
illustrator does to create their books.
In addition, Ruth returned for a twohour family night. Where she took
families through ideas on how to spark
curiosity and imagination in their
children. Nearly 90 people attended the
event with many walking away with a
personalized illustrated autographs from
Ruth.
Mrs. Barshaw’s visit was a huge success.
This event was made possible through
the addition of a literacy specialist at
BES and the coordinated efforts of the
teachers, technology department, and
the Tri-County Reading Council. But none
of it would have been possible without
the generous support of the Bridgman
Foundation for Educational Excellence
whom granted Lacy Payne $995 to bring
Ruth McNally Barshaw to Bridgman
Elementary School.

INTERVIEW CONTINUED ...

Marcy Blesy:
Author in Residence at Bridgman Elementary School
my target audience. They were just as
sad as I was!
What was one surprising thing
you learned in creating your
books?
It took a lot of rejections before I had
my first book published. I almost quit.
Now I publish my own books, but I
guess what has surprised me most
about this whole process is that I am
more determined and stubborn than
I thought I was. I am not typically
known for having thick skin!
Who is the most supportive person in your life when it comes to
your writing?
Of course, family and friends are supportive, but Mrs. Green, our awesome
art teacher, was the first person who
made me feel like I could really call
myself a writer, even before I was first
published. She told me to look in the
mirror and say, I am a writer. It seems
simplistic, but it was powerful to say
it out loud.
What lesson do you want the
students to learn from you?
I always promise the kids that I won’t
talk about myself too much, but I

Just one more way that our Foundation is “enhancing and enriching
learning opportunities” one event at
a time.
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The strength of our community is our schools
and the strength of our schools is our community.

}

do spend a few days each year giving
the students updates on my writing.
They are very supportive and encouraging. It’s very easy to make anyone
under the age of ten think you are a
big deal. Ha! I really stress to them
the importance of never giving up on
their dreams or never letting negative
messages stick. I share with them my
years of rejection and book sales to
only family and friends. We talk about
striking out at home plate or forgetting lines in a play. That doesn’t make
one a failure.
How do you inspire the students
at Bridgman Elementary to
write?
I have a corner in the library with
student writings that I put out once
a year that the kids share with me. I
love it when they share their writings
with me. Whatever they are passionate about, I hope to encourage.
Anything you want to say to your
readers and fans?
My books are available on Amazon or
for checkout at the elementary library
or Bridgman Public Library. Thank
you so much to everyone who has
supported my writing and enjoyed my
characters as much as I have!
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F.C. REED MIDDLE SCHOOL
From the Principal ...
STEM
EDUCATION
Over the last
two years, F.C.
Reed Middle
School has made
a commitment
to STEM education while also
John Truesdell
training teachMiddle School Principal
ers to integrate
cooperative learning principles and
structures into all courses at the
middle school. This combination of
programming deliberately aims to
create 21st century learners who
are equipped with the academic,
social, and emotional skills that
are necessary to become resilient
problem solvers.
While it's sometimes difficult to
quantify the immediate effect of
such endeavors, the RMS FIRST
Lego Robotics (FLL) team recently
illustrated how these new programs are positively impacting our
students and the community.

project presentation, robotics competition, and teamwork challenge resulted in
a top five finish, qualifying the BeeBots
for the FLL state tournament in Mason,
MI on December 8, 2018.
This is the first time the RMS
BeeBots have ever qualified for the
state competition. Congratulations
to Coach Yauchstetter and the entire BeeBots team!

F.C. Reed Middle School BeeBots

On November 17, the F.C. Reed
Middle School BeeBots competed in
the Lancer-Bot-Mania FLL regional competition at Lakeshore High
School. Facing a field of over 24 other
robotics teams, the BeeBots worked
cooperatively in a terrific manner, winning the first place Core Values Award for
Teamwork. In addition, the team’s elite
performance during the tournament’s

POWERSCHOOL
Elsewhere at the middle school, we continue to strive to strengthen our channels of communication with parents/
guardians and community stakeholders.
I’m proud to announce that over 99.8%
of RMS students now have a linked,
online parent/guardian PowerSchool
account. This enables families to access

up to the minute attendance data, real
time academic performance info, and
automatic weekly progress reports for
their student(s). Thank you to all the
parents/guardians who took the time to
sign up for an account over the last three
months! The RMS faculty believes it is
imperative to work TOGETHER with
families to challenge students to succeed. This high level of parent/guardian
participation highlights the community’s willingness to accept this vision and
support our teachers’ efforts in the
classroom.
MISSION STATEMENT
Finally, local business owners,
municipalities, and organizations
should be aware that F.C. Reed
Middle School is currently revising
its Mission Statement. The middle
school has already collected input
and feedback from the RMS staff
and our families. We will also be
sending out a survey to external
stakeholders in the community in
January. If you receive a survey
during the winter, I ask that you
please take a moment to complete
the form and return it to us in the
mail.
If you do not receive a survey but would
like one, please contact the RMS office at
269-465-5410. The community’s input
is critical when determining the future
direction of our building. Thank you
in advance for your participation and
insight.
GO BEES!
Your partner in education,
John Truesdell, RMS Principal

COMMUNITY BUZZ
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BRIDGMAN HIGH SCHOOL
From the Principal ...

As the snow falls
and we prepare
for frigid temperatures, we come
to the end of an
excellent first
semester for the
2018-2019 school
year; a season
where our Glee
Gerald Heath
Club had the opHigh School Principal
portunity to perform at the Sawyer Garden Center and
Stevensville Meijer. Our choir and band
put on beautiful performances at their
annual winter concerts. SADD Club
sponsored the annual Red Ribbon Week.
This year’s national theme was “Life is
your Journey, Travel Drug Free.” The fall
athletic season ended with a girls’ swimming conference championship.
Keri Haskins, Bridgman High School
Counselor, put together a fun and
exciting college month in October that
included Mascot Mondays, door decorating, college visits, lunch games, and
more! During this time, Mrs. Haskins
also hosted two college informational
sessions and provided an overview of
the FAFSA process.
Shane Peters, Bridgman Superintendent, and Sam Stine, Bridgman Director
of Curriculum, Instruction and Special
Education, in collaboration with local
manufacturing companies, hosted an
event that offered all Berrien County
school officials the opportunity to tour
manufacturing facilities in the area.
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The goal was to offer area educators a
glimpse of the manufacturing industry
and available apprenticeship programs.
This was a great experience for the
tour guests and helped everyone gain a
better understanding of potential career
opportunities for students. A second
manufacturing tour will be offered in
the spring for interested students and
parents.
During the first semester,
students participated in a number
of learning experiences outside of
the classroom.
Whirlpool Innovation Challenge:
On November 13, the Bridgman Engineering and Marketing 2 students combined forces to compete in the Whirlpool
Innovation Challenge at their Riverview
Drive Campus. Five schools, consisting
of 31 groups, sent teams to compete
including St. Joseph, Lakeshore, Lake
Michigan Catholic, Berrien RESA Math/
Science Center, and Bridgman. Only 10
of the 31 teams advanced to the final
round of competition, and three of those
teams were from Bridgman!
The challenge included student research,
surveys (obtaining consumer insights),
analyzing survey data, designing
(through drawings or CAD), working
through product development and
financing, and presenting their ideas to
a panel of judges from The Whirlpool
Corporation. We are so proud of our
Bridgman Bees!

The strength of our community is our schools
and the strength of our schools is our community.

Touring the United Center:
Mrs. McGee, BHS Marketing teacher
and CTE coordinator, organized a trip
to the Windy City to give students the
opportunity to see a behind the scenes
view of the sports and entertainment
industry at the United Center. After the
tour, students were able to enjoy a Chicago Bulls game. The highlight of their
night was their seating section winning
free sub sandwiches.
Plastics Engineering Trip:
Mr. Antel, BHS Chemistry teacher,
organized a tour of the Plastics and
Rubber Engineering programs at Ferris
State University (FSU) on Wednesday,
October 24. Students were able to tour
the educational facilities and learn about
the many different types of careers and
degrees supported in the Plastics Engineering Department at FSU.
Interact and Key Club:
The Interact and Key Clubs (along with
National Honor Society) served dinner
to veterans at American Legion Post 331
in Bridgman on Saturday, November 10.
They also sold bracelets to raise funds
for Bridgman Cares, our district’s family
support program, during lunches and
at home basketball contests. Bridgman
Interact partnered with Lake Michigan
Catholic Interact to help set out luminaries in downtown Saint Joseph as part
of the City’s 24th Annual Luminary Festival. Interact and Peer Mentors visited
Bridgman Elementary School on Thursday, December 6 to read holiday stories
READ MORE NEXT PAGE

}
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BRIDGMAN FOUNDATION FOR
EDUCATIONAL EXCELLENCE
CONTINUED ...

and create crafts with the students. Key
Club also raised funds and collected donations to help the Humane Society of
Southwest Michigan. Both groups’ hard
work has made a tremendous impact on
our community!
National Honor Society:
National Honor Society hosted a schoolwide assembly on November 12 to honor local veterans. At the end of October,
members collected items for the annual
Stuff-A-Truck food drive. During the
week of December 10, NHS sponsored
“hat week” to raise money for cystic
fibrosis.
GVSU Campus Visit:
On November 29, the junior class visited
Grand Valley State University. Students
were able to tour the campus, listen to
an admissions presentation, and ate
lunch in a campus cafeteria. This visit
gave students a taste of what campus life
is like at a four-year university.

Bridgman Foundation for Educational Excellence
Grant Winner
December brought new and
exciting things to our Pro-5’s
classroom.
During the first week in December, students in my classroom
began participating in a learning
centers time. These learning centers include an art center, a puzzle
center, a reading center, an ABC
center and a listening center.
This is the first year that my students will be lucky enough to have
the opportunity to be immersed
in literature read aloud at the
listening center. Our classroom
now has a listening center and a
large assortment of books on CD
thanks to the Bridgman Foundation for Educational Excellence.

It has been a busy first semester
at Bridgman High School. We look
forward to the second part of the
school year. I hope everyone had a
wonderful holiday season!

The dream of having a listening
center in my own classroom has
been one that I’ve had for many
years. I’ve always loved to read,
even as a child but the classrooms
that had listening centers will
always hold a special place in
my heart. I can remember that
I looked forward to the time in
the school day when I was able
to sit and listen to a story. I look
forward to sharing my love for
reading with students as well
giving them a special time in the
day to look forward to as well. I
see this investment in our Pro-5
classroom as being one that will
be enjoyed for many years to
come.
Ashley Doyle,
Bridgman Elementary School
Teacher

GO BEES!
Gerald Heath, BHS Principal
Your donations provide opportunity for all Bridgman students to experience and learn things they may never be able to otherwise. Since
the Bridgman Foundation for Educational Excellence is driven by a
group of volunteers, ALL of your contributions provide enhancements
for education and are tax deductible.
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and the strength of our schools is our community.
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BRIDGMAN FOUNDATION
FOR EDUCATIONAL EXCELLENCE
My name is
Al Barker
and a little
over four
decades ago
I graduated
from Bridgman High
School. I
now have
the honor
Al Barker, Chairman
of being the
Chair of the Bridgman Foundation
for Educational Excellence.
It has been an exciting year for the
Foundation, and with our Now and
Forever event just around the corner
our energy is focused on getting silent
auction treasures and creating a night
of community celebration! We want to
personally invite everyone who attended
last year to join us again, with this simple request bring a friend or two! The
American Legion and Classic Catering
have plans in place for another awesome
venue to enjoy which will be February
16, 2019!
If you have not had the opportunity to
ask a middle school student about the
STEM Lab I suggest you prepare for
the stories you will hear! The STEM Lab
project was an awesome accomplishment
that was supported by so many people
within our community, and also outside
our community! It demonstrates there
are no real boundaries when you have
the desire to make a difference.
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So what is next?

I want share some additional projects that the Foundation through
your support has recently funded.
Once a week after school, 50 registered
students in grades 2-4 meet for a Garden Club. They use the Junior Master
Gardener curriculum, a 4-H educational
program that focuses on nutrition, garden science, food preparation and fresh
vegetable tasting. The Garden Club
will plan and build the school garden at
Bridgman Elementary School (BES) this
spring!
The garden space has been assigned
and a fence has been purchased. This
school garden will be open and available
to the elementary school teachers to do
projects and support its creation and
maintenance. Produce from the garden
will be incorporated in the school lunch
program during the school year and for
the summer free lunch program. If you
would like to be a part of this endeavor
please contact Melissa Payne at BES or
Peggy Ferguson.
During the first week in December, students in Ashley Doyle’s classroom will
begin participating in a learning centers
time. These learning centers will include
an art center, a puzzle center, a reading
center, an ABC center and a listening
center.
“This is the first year that my students will be lucky enough to have

The strength of our community is our schools
and the strength of our schools is our community.

}

the opportunity to be immersed in
literature read aloud at the listening center from a large assortment
of books on CDs. The dream of
having a listening center in my own
classroom has been one that I’ve
had for many years,” stated Ashley.
Students in Ms. O'Shea's Resource Room
enjoy the opportunity to utilize adaptive
furniture. This project allows students
to experience multi-sensory approaches to the learning environment. Ms.
O'Shea applied for the grant as a way
to potentially increase focus and time
on task while eliminating disruptive
behaviors. In the second marking period
Ms. O'Shea has reported an increase in
positive learning behaviors with her current group of students. Having standing
desks, balance discs, Hoki stools, and
adjustable floor cushions are allowing for
the needed movement in her classroom.
Her students say the furniture is
"awesome and keeps them occupied while learning", they also said
the furniture is a "comfy place to
learn."
If you would like to get more involved in
the Foundation, we would welcome you!
Volunteer opportunities are available to
help with events, join one of our many
committees, or become a Foundation
trustee. To learn more just ask one
of our current trustees listed on our
website or send us an email by using the
“contact us” feature.
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BRIDGMAN FOUNDATION
FOR EDUCATIONAL EXCELLENCE

Students in Ms. O’Shea’s
Resource Room enjoyed
the opportunity to utilize
adaptive furniture provided
through a grant from the
Bridgman Foundation for
Educational Excellence.
This project allows students
to experience multi-sensory

approaches to the learning environment. Several research studies support alternative
seating as a means to help students focus.
Ms. O’Shea applied for the grant as a way to potentially increase focus and time on task
while eliminating disruptive behaviors. Although we are only in the second marking period Ms. O’Shea has reported an increase in positive learning behaviors with her current
group of students. Having standing desks, balance discs, Hoki stools, and adjustable floor
cushions allow for the needed movement in her classroom. Her students say the furniture
is “awesome and keeps them occupied while learning,” they also said the furniture is a
“comfy place to learn.”

OUR MISSION

The Bridgman Foundation for
Educational Excellence exists to ENHANCE learning opportunities for students in the Bridgman Public Schools.
The funds we seek will be utilized to
create opportunities for learning above
and beyond what the district funds.

COMMUNITY BUZZ

The Bridgman Foundation for Educational Excellence is committed
to ensuring that the children of today and in the future are provided with
opportunities to successfully compete in the ever-changing global community. The Foundation is an independent non-profit 501(c)(3) organization
of community volunteers committed to excellence in education.
For more information on volunteer opportunities, email us at
info@bridgmanfoundation.org.
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FOR EDUCATIONAL EXCELLENCE
Author Illustrator Visits
On October 15, 345 Bridgman Elementary School (BES) students entered the
cafeteria with sketch books in hand, eager to meet the author of Ellie McDoodle
and illustrator of Leopold the Lion.
Ruth McNally Barshaw author illustrator
spent the entire day at BES inspiring
our students to find their imagination
to dream, draw, and write to their hearts
desire. She engaged the students in story
writing, illustrating, and variety of fun
as they explored what an author/illustrator does to create their books.
In addition, Ruth returned for a twohour family night taking families
through ideas on how to spark curiosity
and imagination in their children. Nearly
90 people attended the event with many
walking away with a personalized illustrated autograph from Ruth.
This event was made possible
through the addition of a literacy
specialist at BES and the coordinated efforts of the teachers, the
technology department, Tri-County Reading Council and the Bridgman Foundation for Educational
Excellence.

Come and See Farm Garden Club
In her desire to offer the best
food to the children in the Bridgman Public School district, Food
Service Director, Peggy Ferguson, held a vision for a garden at
each of the three public school
buildings.
The PTO has been concerned about
the food our children have been
bringing in for snack time and parties.
Come and See Farm, a local,
non-profit small educational farm,
created by Melissa Payne,
Special Education teacher and Gail
Holman, hosts field trips, camps and
farm days about gardening and small
animal livestock management. These
three entities have come together
and created a comprehensive garden
and healthy community plan for the
school district.
We began in September with Come
and See Farm Garden Club at
BES. Volunteers from the Farm, PTO,
BHS Key Club and Peggy Ferguson,
under the direction of Melissa Payne,
meet once a week after school with

50 registered students in grades 2-4.
They use the Junior Master Gardener
curriculum, a 4-H educational program that focuses on nutrition, garden
science, food preparation and fresh
vegetable tasting.
The Garden Club will plan and
build the school garden at BES
this spring thanks to a generous
grant from Bridgman Foundation
for Educational Excellence.
The garden space has been assigned
and a fence has been purchased. This
school garden will be open and available to the elementary school teachers
to do projects and support its creation
and maintenance. Produce from the
garden will be incorporated in the
school lunch program during the
school year and for the summer free
lunch program. Excess produce will
be shared with the gardeners and the
community.
If you would like to be a part
of this endeavor please contact
Melissa Payne at BES or Peggy
Ferguson.

The Bridgman Foundation for Educational Excellence exists to ENHANCE learning opportunities for students in
the Bridgman Public Schools. The funds we seek will be utilized to create opportunities for learning above and
beyond what the district funds.
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BRIDGMAN AQUATICS
“Oh the weather outside is
frightful, but the POOL is quite
delightful!”
The big BUZZ around the aquatic center is
the Girls High School Co-op team winning its
first Southwest Michigan Athletic Conference
Championship EVER!

Coach Emily with team

A glorious conclusion for many of the seniors who grew up going to swim lessons and
swimming for Sea Bees, and an amazing first
year for Assistant Aquatics Director and Head
Coach Emily Nannfeldt. On behalf of everyone
here at the Aquatic Center, congratulations and
best wishes to these outstanding student-athletes.
BridgmanPool.com is the new web address
to reach the pool page directly where all schedules, announcements, downloadable forms
are available 24/7/365. In the case that the
Aquatic Center or Community Weight Room is
closed, in addition to the local media outlets,

COMMUNITY BUZZ

you will find that here in real
time. We are also using Remind,
a service that allows us to text or
email announcements related to
the pool and weight room as soon
as available. Sign-up to get these
alerts in person.

GLIDEFIT
Email enannfeldt@bridgmanschools.com
for information and schedule.

SEA BEES SWIM CLUB
Sea Bees Swim Club is a competitive
age group team for ages 5-18. The Sea
Bees runs through the end of February,
The Aquatic Center is CLOSED and will again have a Stroke Clinic in
for swim meets on the follow- May. Summer swimming also begins
in late May. Sea Bees participate in the
ing dates:
Southwest Michigan Swim League and
also sends swimmers to USA Swimming
Thursdays:
sanctioned meets.
1/24 – Mattawan/Hackett
1/31 – Coldwater & South Haven COMMUNITY DIVING
2/14 – SENIOR NIGHT – Battle
Community Diving is open to divers of all
Creek Lakeview
ages and all levels. Bridgman Diving has
Saturdays:
a safe and impressive history. Visit the
1/12 – Sea Bees
website for details.
1/19 – Bridgman Invitational
COMMUNITY SWIM LESSONS
Community Swim lessons will start in
Come cheer on your BridgJanuary. Visit the website for complete
man Swimming & Diving
details. Registration opens via email
teams!
(poolstaff@bridgmanschools.com) on
January 7 and starts on Monday, JANUARY 14. Lessons are FREE for chilDEEP WATER AEROBICS
dren living in the City of Bridgman,
5 days per week 7:30-8:30 a.m.
Lake Township, or if your children
SHALLOW WATER AEROBICS attend Bridgman as School of
5 days per week 8:30-9:30 a.m.
Choice students.
Monday & Wednesday 7:30-8:30
COMMUNITY WEIGHT ROOM
p.m.
Community Weight Room, located in the
ARTHRITIS CLASS
balcony of the high school gym, is a state
Monday, Wednesday, Friday
of the art facility, including three new
9:30-10:30 a.m.
treadmills. We offer a punch card, which
is available for $20/30 visits or $1 per. If
ADULT LAP SWIM
you purchase an Aquatic Center MemberTimes vary throughout the day,
and MAY be cancelled if there is a ship, use of the weight room is included.
Hours are listed on the website. Due to
class or programmed event
home basketball games the weight room
FAMILY RECREATION SWIM will be closed on Tuesday
Tuesday & Thursday 7:15-9 p.m. January 8 and February 5, 2019.
Saturday & Sunday 1-2 p.m.
The Aquatic Center is CLOSED when
school is cancelled for inclement weather.
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LAKE CHARTER TOWNSHIP
SUPERVISOR - JOHN GAST
CONTINUED FROM COVER ...
ment on Date and Snow Road has been
completed. I am glad to announce that it
was under budget both in the construction and the engineering cost.
The project went smoothly for the
most part. The Township continues to update infrastructure at the
Water Plant and the distribution
system.
This past summer some storms caused
unusual rain fall, which in return caused
some waste water system problems.
Over flowing County drains that flooded
lift stations and overwhelmed the system. If you experience a back-up of gray
water at your residence, and clean up is
required, you should contact you home
owner’s insurance first for coverage for
such loss. If you don’t have that covered
in your policy a conversation with your
insurance carrier should occur.
Also try to determine if your lateral
line has a back-flow preventer. This is
required in newer constructed homes,
however in the past this was not always
the case. The Township is also monitoring and repairing the system to avoid
problems. If you would notice a street
light out call into the office with the
pole number and it will get reported for
repairs.

Lake Charter Township Water Department
It is hard to believe that we are
already having to shovel snow.
Where did the summer go!

information regarding our results. If
you have any questions, please feel
free to give me a call.

With winter at our door step, I would
like to remind all of our water customers about a couple of cold weather/
winter issues.

The water main replacement project
on the south end of Date Rd. was
completed this fall and will improve
reliability to this area. We continue to
improve, maintain and invest in the
entire water system. It is very easy
to take water for granted. You turn
on the tap and clean water flows out.
You flush the toilet and dirty water
goes away. Most people hardly think
twice about the infrastructure that
brings water to their homes and safely
returns to the environment – but they
should. Nationwide the infrastructure
is aging and failing. There are many
communities that have lived and are
living without water because they
don’t have access to safe and reliable
water systems. This is something to
keep in mind and we are very fortunate to have Lake Michigan so close
and available to us.

•

•

If your water meter is in an area
that is subjected to the freezing
temperatures, you will want to
provide some type of protection
to prevent it from freezing up and
disrupting your water service.
Also, if you have a fire hydrant
located close to your driveway,
please do not pile up snow around
the hydrant or if you have a contractor who plows your driveway
ask them to not pile the snow up
around the hydrant. This is extremely important if quick access
must be made to that hydrant.

In the last article, I included information about the national issue of PFAS
in drinking water, the initiative that
was taking place to monitor this issue
and other resource information. You
can go to www.lake-township.org and
on the main web page you can access

Stay warm and safe this winter.
Jeff Burkhard
Superintendent
– Lake Township Water System

John Gast
Township Supervisor
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Did you know the Lake Charter Township
Water Department offers tours?

}
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From the Desk of Bob Clark, Treasurer
The 2018 winter tax bills went out
the first part of December. If you
don’t have yours, please contact
me at the Township office. Winter
taxes are due February 14 by 5:00
P.M. to avoid penalties and interest
charges.
Here are some important reminders/
information about paying the bills:
• Postmarks are NOT accepted
for payments. Be sure to leave
ample time when paying by mail for
the payment to be received at our office. Payments received after the due
date will be assessed a penalty even
if it was mailed prior to the due date.
• Many residents are choosing on
line payment options to make
payments. Please visit our website at www.lake-township.org for
the link to the County site where
payments can be made and information about tax payments is available.
When paying with a credit card, the
fee is 3% of the amount being paid.
• Many people are choosing to
pay by E Check that only has a
$3.00 fee for payments up to

•

•

•

$10,000. The payment comes directly from the checking account you
choose, is made just about immediately (allow 24 hours for processing),
and is a safe and secure way to pay.
It is possible to make partial payments of taxes in any
amount. Penalties are assessed on
any amounts still owing after February 14. I suggest if you can’t pay
the whole tax, pay what you can to
reduce the amount penalized. Many
residents are now paying parts to
reduce the amount due at the due
date.
The drop box is available for
payments (blue box just west of
the office between the hall and EMT
building) if it is difficult to get to
the office during regular business
hours. The box is secure and checked
daily. Drop box payment must be in
the box at 5:00 P.M. on the 14th or
penalties will apply.
Posted dated checks are not
accepted and will be returned.
I have been having several taxpayers send their payment months or
weeks early dated for the due date.
This is not allowed.

I also just wanted to mention a couple
new enhancements to tax paying. The
first is that several financial institutions in the area now offer tax
saving accounts to allow tax amounts
to be saved in separate accounts and
available to pay taxes when bills come
out. This process is much like an escrow
account required by most mortgage
companies. It allows people to set aside
a smaller amount each month to lessen
the burden of a large tax payment. Many
are finding this a good budgeting and
money management tool.
Lastly, I am planning to upgrade our
on-line payment site to an awesome
new site our processor is making available. The site will be more like an app
and able to be used on phones and tablets. It will have more information about
tax and utility payment, enable reoccurring payments, have electronic/paperless
billing options, options to sign in using
Facebook or google, and more! I am sure
our E users will find this new site a great
upgrade. We are hopeful to launch it in
2019 before the next tax season.

Lake Township Park News

The park has been tucked away for the winter after another great season. The newly completed disc golf course
was used by many throughout the summer and fall. Soccer had another great season at the park and was enjoyed by many.
The pavilions are open for reservations for the 2019 season now and many of the most popular dates are filling up. The
park committee has some wonderful new enhancements to the park planned for 2019. Stay tuned for news! We are very
pleased that so many people are able to enjoy this tremendous park we are able to provide. When you consider the number
of people using the pavilions, playgrounds, fishing in the pond, walkers and joggers, disc golfers, soccer players, and softball
and baseball players; it is truly amazing how many people visit and enjoy our park! Hope to see you in the spring!

COMMUNITY BUZZ
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From the Desk of Gloria A. Payne, Clerk
The voter braved the
long line that snaked
around the voting
precinct building for
the opportunity to
have a say in who was
elected the next (fill in
the blank_________).
Gloria Payne
Township Clerk

The voter already
knew who had won in
their mind, and couldn’t wait to cast the
ballot.
But when it was finally time to mark
the ballot, horror struck as the realization became evident, they had chosen
the wrong candidate. Head hanging in
shame, the voter trudged to the election
workers’ table to ask for a new ballot.
The election worker made no secret of
the fact that this was an annoyance, and
exclaimed “Well everyone has to stop
now because this person spoiled their
ballot!”

Hopefully, this has not happened in our
precinct here at Lake Charter Township,
and hopefully never will. We make sure
we have “trained” people helping the
public on the most important day - election day, the day to exercise your vote.
We don’t ever want any person, young,
old or disabled to feel intimidated when
they vote. We all have a voice in our
future!
With the passing of Proposal 18-3, this
constitutional amendment would allow
a United States citizen, who is qualified
to vote in Michigan, to obtain a ballot
before the election and vote absentee.
You must still fill out an application, but
this will allow people to vote without
having to attend the polling place. The
typical timeframe to obtain an absentee ballot is approximately three weeks
before a scheduled election.

Lake Charter Township had approximately 60.6% participation in
the November 6, 2018 Governors’
election. 430 absent voters and
1,148 walk-in’s for a total of 1,578
voters, out of 2,603 registered
voters.
Thank you to all the voters of Lake Charter Township who came and supported
the most important “right,” the right to
vote.
If at any time you need assistance
or have questions regarding voting
you may contact me at
269-465-6601 Extension 11.
Gloria Payne
Township Clerk

Bridgman Chamber and Economic Growth Alliance
Most of you have heard by now, the
previous Director Calli Berg, has moved
away to take a new position closer to
family. Her departure left a huge void
in our community. We wish her the
best.
Instead of trying to hire a new director
with both Chamber and Economic Growth
experience and abilities, the CGA Board made
the decision to partner with Cornerstone
Chamber for Chamber services and the Cornerstone Alliance for economic growth and
development services. Both of these organizations are based in the St Joseph/ Benton
Harbor area and have years of expertise in
chamber and economic services.
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Once agreements are finalized the intention is to have a Chamber representative located in Bridgman to represent and take care of services for our
local businesses.
Cornerstone has many services available that our smaller Chamber could
not offer. Cornerstone Alliance has many connections and is well versed in
economic growth processes. The CGA Board feels this will be a great way to
share services with other organizations to improve efficiency and take advantage of larger organizations and all they have to offer. We have all seen
great strides in the community with new businesses coming in, buildings
being improved, and companies expanding. We are confident these organizations will help us continue this trend and make our community an even
better place to live!
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FOLLOW Weko Beach
Campground on FACEBOOK.

COMMUNITY BUZZ
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CITY MANAGER - JUAN GANUM CONTINUED from cover ...

size and scope. Collectively, they made
a significant difference in Bridgman by
improving our ability to deliver services
and enhancing our quality of life.
In March the City issued a $1.5
million bond to pay for three
projects – 1) Replacement of
the Baldwin Road lift station,
2) Reconstruction of the roads
in the Donna and Vista Drive
neighborhood, and 3) Renovation
of our Department of Public
Services (DPS) building.
Replacing the aging lift station was a
critical project because every drop of
wastewater generated in Bridgman must
flow through the station (which is a
pump that moves wastewater south to
the treatment plant in New Buffalo). In
contrast, the impact of reconstructing
Donna Drive and Vista Drive was more
localized, as both roads were severely
deteriorated due to poor drainage. Our
DPS building, purchased by the City in
1978, required roof, siding and garage

COMMUNITY BUZZ

door replacement as well as lighting and
code compliance improvements. The
City’s salt bin, located directly behind
the DPS building, was reconstructed as
part of the project due to its failing roof
and bowed walls. Constructing a new
DPS facility would have cost nearly four
times as much as renovating the existing structure, resulting in a longer bond
term and higher interest costs.

is greatly appreciated and will be recognized with signage next year.

The “Big Three” projects, as we
have referred to them, are part of
a larger effort to improve Bridgman’s infrastructure and facilities.
Weko Beach house upgrades that began
in 2017 with the installation of new
flooring and a separation between the
community room and café area have
continued with a furnace replacement
and installation of air conditioning to
make the community room usable yearround.

The City’s extremely popular Hometown Hero banner program to
recognize Bridgman and Lake Township
veterans from all five branches of the
U.S. armed forces continued in 2018
with an additional 41 nominees. The
City remains committed to honoring its
veterans and wishes to thank everyone
who participated in the program.

Near the beach house a project that
was publicized in last year’s December
issue of the Buzz was realized with the
installation of a new boat ramp. Following an extensive community conversation to decide the fate of the ramp, the
City Council decided to keep the facility,
which was strongly supported by area
boaters. One individual and his business deserve special mention. Richard
Lenardson, owner of TowBoat U.S., volunteered his time and talent to fabricate
a new, more robust and lengthier ramp.
Mr. Lenardson’s civic-minded act was
coupled with a generous donation from
the Donald C. Cook Nuclear Plant to
pay for materials, resulting in no cost to
the City of Bridgman. Their generosity

Drivers have likely noticed the bicycle
lanes that were painted on Lake Street
between Church Street and Weko Beach.
The three-foot lanes were an inexpensive
method of accommodating the increasing number of bicyclists within Bridgman.

This year also marked the first time
Bridgman’s Corridor Improvement
Authority utilized its funds for a public
improvement project. Enough funding
was available to purchase four custom
benches from Carson Wood Specialties.
The semicircular benches were designed
to wrap around our street lamps. We
expect to install more seating on Lake
Street in the future.
Finally, this busy year was capped with
the installation of 2100 feet of
warm white lights on the City’s
designated holiday tree, which is
located on the west side of the train
tracks near Eric’s Bridgman Café. The
project was made possible through
grant funding from American Electric
Power. In the spirit of the season the
contractor who installed the lighting was
asked to provide a Clark Griswold level
of illumination. We hope that everyone
enjoys the City’s ongoing efforts to make
Bridgman a warm and welcoming place
for friends and families.
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2019 Spring Cleanup Schedule

APRIL
1 2 3 4
7 8 9 10 11
14 15 16 17 18
21 22 23 24 25
28 29 30
JULY
1 2 3
7 8 9 10
14 15 16 17
21 22 23 24
28 29 30 31

4
11
18
25

5
12
19
26

5
12
19
26

6
13
20
27

MAY
1 2
5 6 7 8 9
12 13 14 15 16
19 20 21 22 23
26 27 28 29 30

JUNE

3
10
17
24
31

4
11
18
25

6
13
20
27

AUGUST
1
4 5 6 7 8
11 12 13 14 15
18 19 20 21 22
25 26 27 28 29

2
9
16
23
30

3
10
17
24
31

1
2 3 4 5 6 7 8
9 10 11 12 13 14 15
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
30

BAGGED LEAF PICKUP
BRUSH PICKUP
LARGE TRASH PICKUP

Bagged Leaf Pick Up is indicated in
on the calendar. The city requires the use of biodegradable paper
leaf bags. City workers will not pick up leaf bags made from any other material.

Leaf and brush burning within the city limits is prohibited.

Brush is indicated in
on the calendar. Please limit this to your yard cleanup. Commercial tree
removal and/or trimmings will not be picked up. City workers will spend no more than 15 minutes at each
property.
Large Trash Pick Up is indicated in
on the calendar. Items not accepted include those larger than a
refrigerator, tires and construction material. Refrigerators and air conditioners must have the freon removed
with a tag attached indicating as such. A complete list of accepted items is available on the city’s website and
at City Hall. Republic Services also will pick up your extra-large items for a fee. To schedule such a pickup,
call Republic Services at (269) 465-3773.
Household Hazardous Waste Collection Berrien County has set the household hazardous waste collection
dates for 2019. Details, including a schedule, are available on the county’s web site.
http://www.berriencounty.org/564/Household-Hazardous-Waste-Collections, or by calling the County
Environmental Specialist at (269) 983-7111 ext. 8234.
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CITY OF BRIDGMAN
KnoxBox Community

Parks and Recreation News
On October 15, 2018 the City Council voted to amend
the City’s budget in order to create the position of
Director of Parks and Recreation, who will be solely
responsible for the operation, management, planning,
and construction of Toth and Legion Parks, and Weko
Beach and Campground.
Joan Guilfoyle was selected for the position of
Parks Director after consulting for the City last
summer and creating “The Borrow Box” program at Weko Beach.

The City of Bridgman is now a KnoxBox
community.
KnoxBoxes are secure, outdoor key safes that can only be accessed
by first responders if emergency access is required. If your residence
or business is located within the City this product is available for
purchase. Trusted by thousands of fire and law enforcement agencies for over 40 years, KnoxBoxes have provided first responders
with immediate access into secure buildings, campuses, residences
and commercial properties when it matters most. Removing barriers to entry reduces injuries to responders and minimizes property
damage.
The Knox Residential Box is a one-time purchase that requires no
monthly monitoring fee. Visit knoxbox.com or contact the Bridgman Fire Department Chief at jbuist@Bridgman.org if you are interested in more information.

Guilfoyle brings 35 years of experience in natural and
cultural resource management, operations and communications for federal land management agencies,
including the National Park Service, in the Upper
Midwest and Washington D.C. She looks forward to
enhancing visitor services and upgrading systems that
benefit local residents and visitors to Bridgman parks.
In 2019, Warren Dunes State Park will be moving its designated Dog Beach area further to
the south and away from its property line with
Weko Beach and Campground. As a result, the
City will be considering adjustments to its animal policies for the 2019 season.

2018 Winter Taxes Available

The 2018 winter tax bills have been mailed out. If you haven’t received your statement
or would like a copy of your tax statement, please call City Hall at 465-5144 or email
dlambrix@bridgman.org. As a friendly reminder 2018 winter taxes are due February 14, 2019.
You may pay at City Hall, by mail or online at www.bridgman.org. Tax payments received after
the deadline will be subject to late payment penalties regardless of the postmark date. Taxes are
collected at City Hall until February 28, 2019. Beginning March 1, 2019 delinquent taxes will
only be accepted at Berrien County Treasurer’s office at 701 Main Street in St. Joseph.

COMMUNITY BUZZ

{

Joan Guilfoyle was selected for
the position of Parks Director. Welcome, Joan!

}
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2019 CITY OF BRIDGMAN
Trash & Recycling Collection Calendar
Trash & Recycling Collection Calendar
S
6
13
20
27

S

January
M T W
1 2
7 8 9
14 15 16
21 22 23
28 29 30

M

5 6
12 13
19 20
26 27

S
1
8
15
22
29

May
T W
1
7 8
14 15
21 22
28 29

T

F

S

3 4 5
10 11 12
17 18 19
24 25 26
31

T
2
9
16
23
30

September
M T W T
2 3 4 5
9 10 11 12
16 17 18 19
23 24 25 26
30

F

S
3 4
10 11
17 18
24 25
31

F

S
6 7
13 14
20 21
27 28

S

February
M T W T

3 4 5 6
10 11 12 13
17 18 19 20
24 25 26 27

S

F

S

1 2
7 8 9
14 15 16
21 22 23
28

June
M T W T

F

2 3 4 5 6 7
9 10 11 12 13 14
16 17 18 19 20 21
23 24 25 26 27 28
30

S

M

6 7
13 14
20 21
27 28

S

October
T W T
1 2 3
8 9 10
15 16 17
22 23 24
29 30 31

March
M T W T

3 4 5 6 7
10 11 12 13 14
17 18 19 20 21
24 25 26 27 28
31

S

S

1
8
15
22
29

7
14
21
28

F

S
4 5
11 12
18 19
25 26

S

M
1
8
15
22
29

July
T W
2 3
9 10
16 17
23 24
30 31

S

S

1 2
8 9
15 16
22 23
29 30

7
14
21
28

T

F S
4 5 6
11 12 13
18 19 20
25 26 27

November
M T W T

3 4 5 6 7
10 11 12 13 14
17 18 19 20 21
24 25 26 27 28

Blue is trash collection day
Yellow is trash and recycle day
Gold is a holiday

F

F

S
1 2
8 9
15 16
22 23
29 30

M
1
8
15
22
29

April
W
2 3
9 10
16 17
23 24
30

T

T

F S
4 5 6
11 12 13
18 19 20
25 26 27

August
M T W T

S

4 5 6 7
11 12 13 14
18 19 20 21
25 26 27 28

S

M
1 2
8 9
15 16
22 23
29 30

F S
1 2 3
8 9 10
15 16 17
22 23 24
29 30 31

December
T W T
3 4 5
10 11 12
17 18 19
24 25 26
31

F

S
6 7
13 14
20 21
27 28

Green is trash & large trash collection
**Note: September 18 is Trash, Recycle
and Large Trash day

For recycling information and helpful tips visit:
www.republicservices.com or recyclingsimplified.com

2019 Holiday Closure Dates
Tuesday, January 1, 2019 New Year’s Day
Friday, April 19, 2019 Spring Holiday
Monday, May 27, 2019 Memorial Day
Thursday, July 4, 2019 Independence Day
Monday, September 2, 2019 Labor Day
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Thursday, November 28, 2019 Thanksgiving Day
Friday, November 29, 2019 Thanksgiving
Tuesday, December 24, 2019 Christmas Eve
Wednesday, December 25, 2019 Christmas Day
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New City Council Members
The City of Bridgman welcomes
newly elected council members
Stacy Stine, Sarah Buist, Jan Trapani and Linda Gedeon-Kuhn to the
Bridgman City Council.
Bridgman has a council /city manager
form of government, with the council
consisting of seven council members
elected at-large in even years to fouryear terms on a staggered schedule (four
members are elected in one election and
three in the following election).
The November General Election was
certified on November 19, 2018 and our
new council members were sworn in
during an organizational meeting that
evening. The City Council appointed
Vince Rose as Mayor and Rick Fuller as
Mayor Pro-Tem.
All council meetings are open to
the public and the regular meetings
are held on the 1st and 3rd Monday
of every month.
For more information on agendas, meeting packets, and minutes please visit the
City’s website www.bridgman.org.

Worn Flag Disposal

Worn flags may be properly disposed at the Bridgman American
Legion, Post 331, at 4241 Legion
Street, Bridgman. A drop box is located by the entrance on the south side of
the building. The U.S. Flag Code states
American flags that are torn beyond
repair should be retired and destroyed in
a dignified way.

COMMUNITY BUZZ

Bridgman Police Department
The City of Bridgman Police Department provides 24-hour coverage 365
days a year and is responsible for
enforcing city ordinances and state
laws around the clock. We would like
to remind everyone that there is no
parking allowed on city streets from
2 a.m. - 6 a.m. from November 1
until April 1. Residents can contact
the police department and request a
parking pass if overnight guests are
expected. Weather conditions may be
considered by the officers and dictate
the issuance of parking passes.
Please make sure your vehicles are
locked and all valuables have been
removed or secured in a locked trunk
while shopping. Thieves often target
unlocked vehicles so don’t make it
easy for them. The same warning
goes for resident’s homes, garages
and sheds as well.
We encourage you to call if you see
or hear suspicious activity in your
neighborhood. We need your eyes
and ears!
REMINDERS: There is a safe medical disposal box at City Hall where
residents can discard expired medications if they wish. Please refer to the
following guidelines when dropping
off.

{

ACCEPTED
Prescription medications
Over the counter meds
NOT ACCEPTED
Illegal drugs
Needles/Syringes
Lotions/Liquids
Inhalers
Aerosol cans
Thermometers
Hydrogen Peroxide
Our police department is dispatched
by the Berrien County Emergency Dispatch Center and residents need to call
(269)983-7141 for police response to
non-emergencies or 9-1-1 in the event
of an emergency. Officers are normally patrolling the city and frequently
check the phone messages at the police
station in the event residents wish
to leave non-emergency messages or
information at 269-465-3880.
We also provide property checks
of our residents’ homes while
they are out of town. Please
contact us to arrange a property
check before your next trip.
Chief Daniel Unruh
Bridgman Police Department

The City of Bridgman Police Department
provides 24-hour coverage 365 days a year.

}
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Smoke Testing of the Sanitary Sewer System

All residents are advised that if
traces of this smoke or its odor
enter your house or building, it is
an indication that gases and odors
from the sewer also may enter.
These can be both unpleasant and
dangerous, as well as pose health
risk to occupants. Should smoke
enter your home or business,
you may contact a member of the
smoke testing crew working in
your area.

The City of Bridgman will be
conducting smoke testing of the
sanitary sewer system in upcoming
months in order to identify sources of inflow and infiltration. This
study will involve the opening and
entering of manholes in the streets
and public utility easements. An
important task of the testing will
be to locate breaks and defects in
the sewer system to eliminate inflow and infiltration of water.
A special non-toxic smoke will be used in
these tests. The smoke is manufactured
for this purpose, leaves no residuals or
stains, and has no effect on plant or animal life. The smoke has a distinctive, but
not unpleasant, odor. Visibility and odor
last only a few minutes, where there is
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adequate ventilation.
Because the plumbing appliances in your
house or building are connected to the
sanitary sewer system, some smoke may
enter your home or place of business if
the:
•
•

•

Vents connected to your building's
sewer pipes are inadequate, defective, or improperly installed.
Traps under sinks, tubs, basins,
showers and other drains are dry,
defective, improperly installed, or
missing.
Pipes, connections and seals of the
wastewater drain system in and
under your buildings are damaged,
defective, have plugs missing, or are
improperly installed.

The crew member will be able to help
and check with you as to where the
smoke has entered your building. Location, identification, and correction of the
source of smoke that enters your building is urgently advised. Your cooperation
will be appreciated.
Information gained from this testing will
be used to improve your sewer service
and may result in reduced costs to utility
customers. Every drop of water from
inflow and infiltration that is removed
from the sanitary sewer system will impact our ability to affect utility rates.
The City will release more information
on its website about the project schedule
in the near future.
Should you have any questions on
this matter, please contact Tim
Kading at tkading@bridgman.org
or 269-266-7873.
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Library Director -Gretchen Evans ...
Continued from cover
can provide knowledgeable answers to
questions about where patrons can go
to get assistance with these issues. Like
all library services, speaking with the
social work intern is free and confidential. Our intern, Jonathan Anthony, is
at the library every Friday from 3-5 pm.
Anyone, no matter where they live, can
drop in and speak to Jonathan to discuss
issues, find out about available resources, or even get help filling out government assistance forms. Drop-in or call
the library to make an appointment.
There is a full-time social worker housed
at Niles District Library, so help is also
available throughout the week by calling
(269-683-8545 ext. 111) or emailing
(wmu-intern@nileslibrary.net).
Please help us to spread the word
by sharing this information with
anyone you know who might need
this service.

BRIDGMAN PUBLIC LIBRARY
HOURS
Monday-Thursday: 10-8
Friday: 10-5
Saturday: 10-4
Sunday: Closed

Adult Programs
ADULT CHILL WINTER BINGO
December 22 thru February 9
Here is a new reading program for
adults who want to try something new!
Get a bingo card, read from 5 different
genres and complete your card. Then,
bring it to the library for a cool prize.
All cards turned in are eligible for a final
drawing for a gift certificate at the new
local Small Grounds Coffee Shop.
MUSIC RECITAL
January 23 from 6:00 – 7:30 p.m.
Come in and take the chill off this
January by listening to some wonderful music. Musicians from Bridgman,
Buchanan, and Andrews University will
perform solo and chamber works.
SILVERWARE WIND CHIMES
February 26 from 6: 30 – 7:30 p.m.
Create a one-of-a-kind wind chime
using silverware and beads. All materials will be supplied. Registration is
required.
COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS
BREAKFAST
March 7 at 7:30 – 8:30 a.m.
Come to a continental breakfast at
the library and share news about your
organization. Not part of a community
organization? Then come to hear what is
happening in your neighborhood.
COMMUNITY GARDEN
March through October
Experience the satisfaction of growing
your own food while getting to know
your neighbors. Plot registration is
open now to returning gardeners. On
March 1, registration will open to new

gardeners. Prospective gardeners must
pay a $10 fee per plot and commit to
five hours of volunteer work for the
upkeep of the common areas. For
more information email bplcommunitygarden@bridgmanlibrary.com
KNIT N YARN
Monday & Thursday from 1-3 p.m.
Every 3rd Tuesday from 6-8 p.m.
(Jan. 15, Feb. 19, March 19, April 16)
No moss grows on this group! The ladies donated 294 knit and crochet items
to charity this past year. Well done!
Knit N Yarn 12th Year Anniversary
Congratulations! The group will be
celebrating their 12 year anniversary at the April 16 meeting 6:00
– 8:00 pm. Come join the fun!
All levels of expertise are welcome.
SECOND WEDNESDAY BOOK CLUB
2nd Wednesday of the month at
6:00 p.m.
Join our friendly and interactive reading group led by Rick Fuller. Books are
available for checkout one month before
the meeting. Check with the library for
the latest book club title. New members are always welcome.
YIN YOGA
Thursdays at 6:00 p.m.
Cheryl Meadors, certified yoga instructor, leads a class at the library every
Thursday. The class is suitable for beginning or intermediate yoga students.
Just bring a yoga mat, some water, and
a $10 participation fee. 50% of the
proceeds benefit the Bridgman Public
Library.
READ MORE NEXT PAGE
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Youth Programs
EARLY LITERACY CLASSES
WITH MISS TAMI
Monday - 10:45 a.m.
Baby and Me (ages 0-2 yrs)
Tuesday – 9:30 or 11:30 a.m.
Toddler and Me (ages 3-5 yrs)
Tuesday - 10:30 a.m.
Story Hour (ages 3–5 yrs)
WINTER READING BINGO
Ages 2 and up.
December 22 – February 9
Can you fill your card before the snow
melts? Win free books and more! Registration starts Dec. 17. For age 2 and up.
WEARABLE ART WORKSHOP:
CRAFT FOAM FOOD
February 9, 10:30-11:30 a.m.
For 3rd grade and up.
Make your favorite foods out of craft
foam and wear them home!
MINECRAFT FRIDAY
February 22, 5:00-7:00 p.m.
Bring your hand-held device to join
the building competition. Pizza will be
served. Registration required. For 5th
grade and up.
PALABRAS LUMINOSAS
Bridgman Performing Arts Center
March 2 at 1:30 p.m.
Join us for a theatrical performance
of Palabras Luminosa by Magical Rain
Theaterworks. Palabras Luminosa, or
Luminous Words, is a collection of myths
and stories from around the Americas.
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Hear the world’s shortest ghost story,
see a dance demonstration of the giant
masks used in Costa Rican festivals,
and much more. This show is fun for
all ages. Free tickets available at the
library and Bridgman Public Schools.
COASTLINE CHILDREN’S FILM
FESTIVAL
March 9 – March 16
The library is once again a screening
location for the Coastline Children’s Film
Festival. Coastline’s mission is to bring
great films to young people everywhere.
Sponsored by the Krasl Art Center with
financial support from The Virginia and
Harvey Kimmel Arts Education Fund
of the Philadelphia Foundation.
Saturday, March 9 at 11:00 a.m.
KID FLIX 1 – AWARD-WINNING
SHORTS
Kid Flix One gives a warm welcome to
all budding cinephiles with this lively
international lineup of fun, award-winning shorts.
Tuesday, March 12 at 2:00 p.m.
7TH HEAVEN (Ages 12+)
A Silent film showing at Westwood
Senior Home. Open to the public.
Wednesday, March 13 at 3:30 p.m.
IF YOU BUILD IT (Ages 10+)
Saturday, March 16 at 11:00 a.m.
THE ZOO (Ages 8+)

Teen Programs
Check www.bridgmanlibrary.com/
teens.asp for upcoming activities
and registration.
T.A.B. (TEEN ADVISORY BOARD)
Are you in grades 6-12? Do you want to
make a difference in the library and the
community? Join us at the library each
month for a TAB meeting at 2:30 p.m.
Jan 19, Feb 9, Mar 9 and April 13
3RD ANNUAL
TEEN STORY CONTEST
Sponsored by the Friends of the Library
Grades 9 - 12
Open to students living in Bridgman,
Lake and Chikaming Townships
Love to write? The theme for this
year’s Teen Story Contest is “Love.”
Stories can be written in any genre
or setting, but they must contain the
theme of love. Find the complete list of
rules on the Teen Page at www.bridgmanlibrary.com. Submissions will be
accepted February 1 through February
28 at 5:00 p.m. Entrants can request
a private review session to hone their
work any time before February 28. 1st
place - $300, 2nd place - $200, 3rd place
- $100. Prizes provided by the Friends
of Bridgman Public Library. Winners
will be announced on March 8 on the
Bridgman Library website.
READ MORE NEXT PAGE
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The only thing that you absolutely have to know,
is the location of the library. -- Albert Einstein
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FOLLOW BRIDGMAN PUBLIC
LIBRARY ON INSTAGRAM
@BRIDGMAN_LIBRARY

CONTINUED TEEN PROGRAMS ...

POP-UP LIBRARY
@ REED MIDDLE SCHOOL
First and third Tuesdays of every
month.
Stop by at lunchtime and check out a
Bridgman Public Library book right at
school!

Access thousands of movies,
music, and books to stream or
download to your phone, tablet or
computer for free with your Bridgman Public Library card. Content
is available instantly -- no holds,
no waiting.

TWEEN BOOK CLUB
Grades 6-8
February 7 at 3:15 p.m.
Meet us in the RMS school library! Our
first book will be the graphic novel of
A Wrinkle in Time. Sign-up at school in
January, and we’ll deliver the books!
The second book club meeting will be
March 7 at 3:15 p.m.

TO SIGN UP, VISIT
HOOPLADIGITAL.COM

PARACORD BRACELETS
March 15, 3:30 p.m.
Join us at the library to make this useful
& trendy accessory. For 5th grade & up.
Registration required.

Check out a mobile hotspots at
the library. Hotspots provide unlimited internet access anywhere
a Sprint signal is available. Available for a two-week checkout for
cardholders living in Bridgman,
Lake Township, or Chikaming
Township.

FOR UP-TO-DATE INFORMATION ON “WHAT’S HAPPENING”
AT BRIDGMAN PUBLIC LIBRARY, FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK!
FOLLOW BRIDGMAN
PUBLIC LIBRARY on FACEBOOK.
https://www.facebook.com/bridgmanpubliclibrary

Bridgman Community Calendar

The Bridgman Public Library added six new organizations to our online Community Calendar powered by LocalHop. We are excited to offer this events
calendar to the community and area organizations to highlight events. Access
the calendar by clicking the Community Calendar tab on www.bridgmanlibrary.
com or search “Bridgman” on the website www.getlocalhop.com. You can also
download the LocalHop app at your favorite app store.
For information on how your organization can post events, please
contact the library.
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Mobile Hotspots

Library Board
Randy Hill – President
Lane Kuypers – Vice President
John Wilk – Secretary
Ken Huff – Treasurer
Liz Bogue – Trustee
Susan Collins – Trustee
Dorothea Crocker – Trustee
Sue Janoskey – Trustee
Aaron Noll – Trustee
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bridgmanschools.com
Office: 269-465-5432
Fax: 269-466-0221
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One community working together to serve you better.
Bridgman Public Schools
Central Administration
9964 Gast Road
Bridgman, MI 49106
bridgmanschools.com
Office: 269-465-5432
Fax: 269-466-0221

Bridgman High School
9964 Gast Road
Bridgman, MI 49106
Office: 269-465-6848
Fax: 269-466-0355

F.C. Reed Middle School
10254 California Road
Bridgman, MI 49106
Office: 269-465-5410
Fax: 269-466-0393

Bridgman Elementary

City of Bridgman

Bridgman Public Library

Greater Bridgman Area
Chamber & Growth Alliance

3891 Lake Street
Bridgman, Ml 49106
Office: 269-466-0241
Fax: 269-466-0248

4460 Lake Street
Bridgman, MI 49106
bridgmanlibrary.org
269-465-3663
bpl@bridgmanlibrary.com

Lake Charter Township
3220 Shawnee, P.O. Box 818
Bridgman, MI 49106
lake-township.org
269-465-6601

9765 Maple Street
Bridgman, MI 49106
bridgman.org
269-465-5144

P.O. Box 871
Bridgman, MI 49106
269-465-4413

