BRIDGMAN CITY COUNCIL WORKSHOP MEETING

APRIL 21, 2008

6:30 P.M.

BIRDGMAN CITY HALL

The Workshop meeting of the Bridgman City Council was held in the Council Chambers at Bridgman City Hall, 9765 Maple Street and called to order by Mayor Birmingham.

COUNCIL PRESENT:  Ramso, Boyd, Crocker, Liskey, Gedeon-Kuhn, Birmingham and Catania.

COUNCIL ABSENT:  None

ALSO PRESENT:  Attorney Bell, Mgr Anthony and Clerk Hahaj.

Moved Council Member Gedeon-Kuhn and approved by Council Member Ramso to accept the minutes of the April 7, 2008 meeting.  Motion was passed unanimously.

Moved Council Member Gedeon-Kuhn and approved by Council Member Ramso to approve the bills in the amount of $45,820.91.  Motion was passed unanimously.

HEARING OF CITIZENS:

No Citizens wished to be heard.

REPORTS/STATUS/UPDATES/DISCUSSION/ISSUES:

Attorney Bell stated that MML would like an Ethics Ordinance; MML will be putting out a hand book on this.

OTHER/UPCOMING AGENDA ITEMS:

Moved by Council Member Crocker and supported by Council Member Liskey to advertise the Beach House equipment in the newspaper.  Motion was passed unanimously.

The Freezer is staying at the beach house, but the espresso machine will go on the list for purchase.

The Church street project is going smooth and they will be laying the main line.

4 officers and 4 firefighters have completed the NIMS training.

There was discussion on the purchase of a new fire truck.  Rich Knuth, Fire Chief  gave points of interest about the new fire truck, some being it can travel well in the Hills; it has a 1,000 gallon water tank and a GPS unit.  This is a Demo Truck and it sells for $438,000.00 but with the proper hose and radios it would be about $500,000.00.  The purchase of the Fire Truck will go to the Police/Fire Committee for review and be placed on the agenda for the next City Council meeting.

There was discussion on the Mermaid project for the City of Bridgman.  Everyone agreed that Street Art was a great idea, but just not sure about the Mermaids.  Council Member Ramso stated that if we purchase the Mermaids that the man that made them, would open a Gallery in the City of Bridgman; there are also some business’s that are interested in purchasing a Mermaid.  Council Member Crocker asked if he could create other things.

The Corridor Improvement Authority had a meeting on April 14, 2008.  They will be placing posters in some of the business’s to show what the project will look like when complete. 

NEW BUSINESS:

Traffic Control Order 01-08 will be addressed at the next Council meeting.  The Council would like to hear from the School Board first to see if they are in agreement with the order.  Council Member Boyd wanted to know about the parking at the High School also.

Moved by Council Member Crocker and supported by Council Member Gedeon-Kuhn to approve the bid of $64,633.00 from Hoeksta Electric for the Emergency Generator.  Motion was passed unanimously.

There will be a sewer extension on Red Arrow Highway; bids will be taken April 29, 2008.

Moved by Council Member Crocker and supported by Council Member Gedeon-Kuhn to approve the agreement with the Berrien County Intermediate School District for the collection of property taxes for 2008 summer.  Motion was passed unanimously.

FOR THE GOOD OF THE ORDER:

Council Member Gedeon-Kuhn, Crocker and Ramso will attend the MML Region II meeting on April 25, 2008 in Stevensville.

The next City Council Meeting will be May 19, 2008 due to the election.

There will be a series of Committee meetings for the 2009 budget.

Street/Drains –

Water/Sewer – May 8 at 7:30 A.M

Economic Develop Committee/Building & Grounds – May 6 at 8:00 A.M

Police/Fire – May 26 

Finance – May 7 at 8:30 A.M.

Council Member Gedeon-Kuhn stated that she had $1,350 in donations for the Summer Concerts.

Council Member Liskey asked if we could get any grants for the Fire Truck.

Moved by Council Member Catania and supported by Council Member Gedeon-Kuhn to adjourn the meeting.  Motion was passed unanimously.

The meeting was adjourned 7:40 P.M.

__________________________                                     _________________________

Pamela Hahaj, Clerk                                                          Ron Birmingham, Mayor

