BRIDGMAN CITY COUNCIL WORKSHOP MEETING
MARCH 17, 2008

6:30 P.M.

BRIDGMAN CITY HALL

The Workshop meeting of the Bridgman City Council was held in the Council Chambers at Bridgman City Hall, 9765 Maple Street and called to order Mayor Pro-Tem Catania.

COUNCIL PRESENT:  Gedeon-Kuhn, Catania, Ramso, Boyd, Crocker, Liskey.
COUNCIL ABSENT:  Birmingham

ALSO PRESENT:  Attorney Bell, Eng. Tom Deneau, Mgr. Anthony and Clerk Hahaj.

Moved by Council Member Gedeon-Kuhn and supported by Council member Ramso to accept the minutes of the March 3, 2008 meeting.  Motion was passed unanimously.
Moved by Council Member Gedeon-Kuhn and supported by Council Member Ramso to approve the bills in the amount of $117,686.05.  Motion was passed unanimously.

HEARING OF CITIZENS:

No Citizens wished to be heard.

REPORTS/STATUS/UPDATES/DISCUSSION/ISSUES:

Steven Blann auditor from Rehmann and Robson was present to give an over view of the audit for the City of Bridgman for the year 2007.  He reported that the City had a clean audit and that the General Fund was in excellent shape. Mr. Blann stated that Payroll and Journal Entries need to be reviewed and initialed by the preparer and an independent reviewer.  Council Member Liskey stated that this has been changed.
Manager Aaron Anthony stated that the Spring Clean up schedule was handed out.  There will be a luncheon and bus tour of the Harbor Shores project.  The City Managers review will take place on April 7, 2008 during the Council meeting.

UPDATES/UPCOMING AGENDA ITEMS:

The Beach equipment purchase has been completed.  Non profit Organizations will have the first chance to purchase the equipment.
The meeting for Church Street citizens concerning the construction on Church Street will be March 26, 2008 from 5:00 to 8:00 P.M. 

Council Member Ramso reported that she had a meeting with 2 business owners and they are very excited about the façade program, Council Member Ramso also stated that for   every full time job or 2 part time jobs that are created, we receive $30,000.  There will be a meeting on April 8th at 7:00 P.M. for business owners. 

NEW BUSINESS:

Moved by Council Member Gedeon-Kuhn and supported by Council Member Ramso to adopt the following:

CITY OF BRIDGMAN

COUNTY OF BERRIEN

STATE OF MICHIGAN

AN ORDINANCE TO ADOPT ORDINANCE 

REGARDING BOARD OF REVIEW

ORDINANCE NO. 171

An Ordinance to affirm the structure of the City’s board of Review, set a meeting schedule, provide for notice of meetings, establish duties and responsibilities of the Board, and to provide for Board compositions and a procedure for appointment of members.
YES:  Gedeon-Kuhn, Catania, Ramso, Boyd, Crocker, Liskey.

NO:   None

ABSTAIN:  None

ORDINANCE WAS DECLARED ADOPTED.

Moved by Council Member Crocker and supported by Council Member Liskey to send back Ordinance 172 “An Ordinance to amend the Bridgman Zoning Ordinance”. For review from the Planning Commission concerning pick-up trucks and vans.

YES:  Gedeon-Kuhn, Catania, Ramso, Crocker, Liskey.

NO:  Boyd

ABSTAIN:  None

Motion was passed.

Council Member Crocker was concerned that this ordinance would enable people from parking pick-up trucks and vans in their driveway, and that this is their form of transportation for their business.  It was stated that they could park in their garage, but many people do not have a garage.

Attorney Bell stated that the key word is COMMERICAL, example being semi trucks.
Moved by Council Member Crocker and supported by Council Member Gedeon-Kuhn to appoint Mike Clark to the unexpired term of the Planning Commission till April 2010 and reappoint Hannah Anderson to a new term till April 2011.   Motion was passed unanimously.

The Planning Commission is considering making the Commission a 7 member Commission; it is a 9 member Commission.

Moved by Council Member Liskey and supported by Council Member Crocker to approve the quote from AVI Industries for Video Equipment not to exceed $6,100.00.  Motion was passed unanimously.

FOR THE GOOD OF THE ORDER:

Council Member Gedeon-Kuhn reported that she received $600.00 from Dr. Reck for the summer concert program.

Council Member Crocker asked Mr. Hirmer about the Beach House.  Mr. Hirmer stated they are cleaning the Beach House and the tiles on the ceiling in the kitchen.
Moved by Council Member Crocker and supported by Council Member Gedeon-Kuhn to adjourn the meeting.  Motion was passed unanimously.

The meeting was adjourned at 7:15 P.M.

________________________                                 _________________________
Pamela Hahaj, Clerk                                                 Mayor Pro-Tem Catania
