BRIDGMAN CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING

MARCH 3, 2008

6:30 P.M.

BRIDGMAN CITY HALL

The regular meeting of the Bridgman City Council was held in the Council Chambers Bridgman City Hall, 9765 Maple Street and called to order by Mayor Birmingham.

COUNCIL PRESENT:  Birmingham, Gedeon-Kuhn, Catania, Ramos and Boyd.

COUNCIL ABSENT:  Crocker and Liskey

ALSO PRESENT:  Attorney Bell, Eng Tom Deneau, Mgr. Anthony and Clerk Hahaj.

Moved by Council Member Gedeon-Kuhn and supported by Council Member Ramso to accept the minutes of the February 18, 2008 meeting.  Motion was passed unanimously.

Moved by Council Member Gedeon-Kuhn and supported by Council Member Ramso to approve the bills in the amount of $105,285.47.  Motion was passed unanimously.

HEARING OF CITIZENS:

No Citizens wished to be heard.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

The purchase for the Beach House equipment will take place on March 4, 2008.

Church Street project will begin on April 15, 2008.  There will be an Open House at Bridgman City Hall for all the residents on Church Street, the date will be decided.

Moved by Council Member Ramso and supported by Council Member Gedeon-Kuhn to give the first reading on Ordinance 171.  “An Ordinance to adopt Ordinance an regarding Board of Review.  Motion was passed unanimously.

There will be a meeting with CSI Net at 10:00 A. M. March 4, 2008 concerning the Website.

NEW BUSINESS:

Moved by Council Member Gedeon-Kuhn and supported by Council Member Ramso to adopt the following with a correction stating Council not Board:

RESOLUTION #2008-01

CITY OF BRIDGMAN, BERRIEN COUNTY, MICHIGAN

SUGGESTED POVERTY GUIDELINES.

WHEREAS, the adoption of guidelines for poverty exemptions is within the purview of the City Council; and

WHEREAS, the homestead of persons who, in the judgment of the City Manager and Board of Review, by reason of poverty, are unable to contribute to the public charges is eligible for exemption in whole or part from taxation under Public Act 390 of 1994 (MCL 211.7u);and

WHEREAS, pursuant to PA 390 and 1994,  City of Bridgman, Berrien County adopts the following guidelines for the City Manager and Board of Review to implement.  The guidelines shall include but not be limited to the specific income and asset levels of the claimant and all persons residing in the household including any property tax credit returns, filed in the current or immediately preceding year; 

To be eligible, a person shall do all the following on an annual basis:

1. Be an owner of and occupy as a homestead the property for which an exemption is requested  

2. File a claim with the city manager or board of review, accompanied by federal and state income tax returns for all persons residing in the homestead, including any property tax credit returns filed in the immediately preceding year or in the current year.

3. Produce valid drivers; license or other form of identification if requested.

4. Produce a deed, land contract, or other evidence of ownership of the property for which an exemption is requested if requested.

5. Meet the federal poverty income standards as defined and determined annually by the United State Office of Management and Budget.

6. The application for an exemption shall be filled after January 1, but before the day prior to the last day of board of review.

7. Any additional eligibility requirements as determined by the City Council

NOW, THEREFORE BE RESOLVED, that the board of review shall follow the above stated policy and federal guidelines in granting or denying an exemption, unless the board of review determines there are substantial and compelling reasons why there should be a deviation from the policy and federal guidelines and these are communicated in writing to the claimant.

YES:  Birmingham, Gedeon-Kuhn, Catania, Ramso and Boyd.

NO:  None

ABSTAIN:  None

RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED.

Moved by Council Member Ramso and supported by Council Member Catania to adopt

 the following:

RESOLUTION 2008-2

ACCEPTING LETTER OF PROTEST FROM CITY RESIDENTS

FOR MARCH 2008 BOARD OF REVIEW

WHEREAS, the law only provides for letters of protest for March Board of Review for non-resident property owners, passing this resolution allows residents to protest by letter: and.

WHEREAS, Michigan Compiled Law (MCL) 41.181gives the City Board the authority to accept letters of protest for the March 2008 Board of Review.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the City of Bridgman shall approve the acceptance of letters of protest from city residents for the March 2008 Board of Review.

YES:  Birmingham, Gedeon-Kuhn, Catania, Ramso and Boyd. 

NO:  None

ABSTAIN:  None

RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED.

Moved by Council Member Gedeon-Kuhn and supported by Council Member Ramso to give the first reading for Ordinance 172.  “An Ordinance to amend the Bridgman Zoning Ordinance”.  Motion was passed unanimously.

Council Member Ramso spoke about the Corridor Improvement; she stated that there are 3 programs for the facade improvement.  1.  A 75% grant for approved façade improvement.  2.  100 % for the purchase of paint for the facade paint program and/or.  3.  Up to a 100% grant for temporary façade improvement designed to assist in the sale and redeployment of a commercial building. 

FOR THE GOOD OF THE ORDER:

The visioning session will be March 13, 2008 at the Comfort Inn.

Moved by Council Member Gedeon-Kuhn and supported by Council Member Catania to adjourn the Meeting.  Motion was passed unanimously.

The meeting was adjourned at 6:52 P.M. 

___________________________                              _________________________

Pamela Hahaj, Clerk                                                     Ron Birmingham, Mayor

